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POPULAR BOATING TESTS

THE
CHRIS-CRAFT
31" COMMANDER

BY MOULTON H. FARNHAM

This handsome new addition to the popular
Commander fleel of fiberglass cruisers
combines a feeling of luxury and space in
a heull that handles easily at all speeds

Tl.'l H-H-I].u'.'lllll.i IJ:": lhml:n.' sea of the r_ru” .‘Tn;n-nrrl
steetehidd to the fur horizan, Ta port the Floridas
comstline above Ford Looderdole wene by at an im.
pressive 28 knots, And shead, just visiblp through
the curtaines of a distant riin squall, de wll black
skeloton of Hillshoro Inlet Light loomed above the
‘FIE]I'I:I trees, The 31" Commander rﬂp:mﬂld sy
tiv incredeed thiotile an we E‘l.l:rlr:lE!I hier q|1;mE :lmlirlE
her motion and handling o ﬂm-l.n.ul-"‘lri' m:l'.u |
oifshere run. She leaped ahesd I
Iy twiny ZT0dp emgrines [ike o rocehorse i

the huisks, -

Eardier, with Chuck H. [ ] -Ezcbn‘dil
Pompans headquariens, we I1 at b fonr - -II-
fLibe in & serie of 1'|-|u'uhtr.l runs o differen r.pﬁlrln
back pnd forth over o meszured mile on the Intra-
voastnl Waterway below Fort Laudéndule, This was
the windup of o doy of intensive besting

We hod been gragified when the CheisCraft Cor.
poration dnvited Poroian Boamse o tesioide
Hull No. 1 of ihis newest addition 1o their Com-
imiitnider Meet of all-filergzlins ||.|:;u|::|- cruisers, the 517
Commander. 1t was an acknowledgment by the lag-
et midarinat bailder of the wilospread interest in
out boat-testing program. But, more impaortantly, it
indicated an ragerness on the builder’s pan to secure
unbbused outside judement oo inprovements that
might still be maoda in the new boat before (1s produc:
tinn slandards were fnally locked op,

S0 Jack Seville and T had reported in st Chris-
Craft's Pompano Beach Research Center early thal
marning atd begun vur standand procedure of put-
ting the magnifyving glasa on every phase of the 31°
Commander's squipment and aperation.

It stmrted with o minute examination of the boat's
hull g2 she hung suspended in the slings of a movable
erai before labnching.

We noted the gracefully flared bow, the fared keel,
and the unique inset chine that deflocts spray. This
inset runs the entire length of the hull and across the
width of the slighly ¥V'd transom, Later, In both
calin waler and on the open soa we ohserved the ofh-
ciency of this design; it really keeps the boat drey

SPECIFICATIONS

Dimansisns:

Length vverall - by Freebourd forwassl LaNT
Walesline Iengi. . . 207147 Prechosrd il - Lk
Heam 11°2%% Cabds besdroom ., over 677
Drafy (rwim serow] 23K Bridge doarines® LT B

*Watorline fodop of anckar light
Displacement: 2500 lbs,
Accommeaodations: Sleeps v, with Toir in main rabin sl
twa oo Veberthe ih soparate forward sinteesom, Dineon in
main cablg eosiverts 1 sleep s main eshin loasge cnaveris

it uppes and downe bortha, Lshaped galley with plate and
H[f.' razk amil pot bocker, Hnsddavatery smudships on pon

Constructlon: Fibergloss, haml lsyup, with resio agiphied by
gpray gui. Battim i85 G-ply—one layer &F Yoz mat, ame
layer of Bene. elath, snd four plies of Duoo-Glas, which [s
Chris-Crafi’s awn woave oaneiting of altrrmsle layers of 115-
: -luﬂ Diloa, siivin roving sireased for exira strengtl)

dem ail hull ave $ply—one lover ol 1hian
bfiear cloth, snd fwo plies of BooGlas.
A Celais are uddod 1 beel up ompartast

ns ,Jrlllluﬂ"'ll""l"ﬂ'dnlﬂ alung the keel, amder the engine:,
:& CLY l!! lll‘l ehiie &l wrotnd the hull. The stringer

iitaplen i iberpliss in hollow hat sections, with
EramwyRrse ‘engine bed strimpers libergiesel to the
ATimprTE, "I- L kighwlos gl conl gives the bl

ita [miah lIIl] i:uilu:. Philigpine mahogany inferior waki-
net-wurk and trim. Safety glass in windshaell,

Equipment: Internaticnal Nile nwvpation bights; electrie
harm; hell; 6 1ife jakets, 2 Kidds 235-|kb dry chemicsl fire
extimguishers: Morie huhmuhlr .'l.urn-rnnnr Eleriric Bilge
|'||m;l 20k Damfierth awchoe; 75" 0f %" mamils anchor
bines 2 aleck lines of 47 manils; stainbess steed hendrails, on
rafin lup) mahogiis haisliell aisuid alie Bk us pole
and perneniy mest with snchier light; stern pole and eoign;
nhrameplabed brsss deck hardware: maoldod hbergluos ventl
fntimg hatek on forcdeck; belmsman’s soat; 47 polyarethans
Foam oushione sl suuttrisses; fasm-backed nyfon sarpeting)
HEMS Jinemn. Scsichoguandml ilespories| acreone ;) sonvertihle
dinette: stninleds ateel galloy slnk: manasl, cold frech wober
eyebem | Wemesiruml Medel 200 2 lyrner aloohiol stave;
LR eapaeivy 5.0 e 11, leelpa; Grogoe Medel K Mamud
Murine Toilel; Rborglass wokhhesin: medivine mbinet wigh
mirrer; 25-gal. het-dippsd galvomigml stee| woler tank; twa
Fgal. hotadipped palvanidesd steel Fuel tanbs] Fused 129
drotrival system with colisr vaded wiring: teo 134 53 ampr
Willard batzecien; full engine Iankirumentstion; Mome sustom
throtilo and l]ul'l: coirnle; Sivarmasice calils slarring.

Propuision and Performance: ser page 61,

Pricet With above squipmest snd propulsion fisieil sn page
61, 816,700, FORN Holland, Mish, I=rlm- tesl hoat, oquipped
with el Chels Crafe 210.hp Model 337 Fo (3200), kilge
blower (8550, bow pulpit amd side caile (3990, hard top
(R, and other eutes, bl & pojadl value of B1A,400

Dasignar: (Thea-Crall Corporstion
Buildar Chris-Crult Corporation, Pormpans Brach, Fla.,

Capprighi § 1908 5y DIA-Devla Puliuaing Comipany. ALl ngais peesewed.



when minning st speed, even in & moderote sen.

An importont secomidary value of the inset i o
permit venting the sxhams aml other throogh-hull
fittings bolow the chine: This, we fomd, reduces
wirise somewhal and effectively corries exhaust Fumes
awav from the wake.

Thie hoot"s bottorm is not 2 constant V-shape from
stean fo slern, As Uhe sharp entey of the keel swesps
alt ot Nares fnoto o bropd, horzominl sorfece. The vir:
toe claimed for this bull desizn i= the stability. and
fout ride of o planing holl without the fendesrniess or
loek of maneuverabifity of & typical deep Vihull. Ok
the basis of Hull No. 1's performance in owr testng,

The gh-ghcam fimdsh and Irdmviess  of fhe Cormmangsr's
fimee show ha soophisticetion of Chris-Cradt's smaiding.

which covered ull speeds, both elabme seerm Justifis],

Anpther hull detail, not so apparent, i2 the poir of
longitodinal stabillizers along {he undechody on both
gidez of the keel, These serve a dual purposs; steady-
ing the boat in tums and heavy sees, and |r|'ul.'|J_[i||p
idditional stiffness to the holl It fsn’t possible to
pinpoint their efficiency as sharply as that of the in.
eot chine, bt the 31" Commander wes o singular
plogsure to handle ot all speeds, und held her course
with impressive suroness on the lumpy waters of the
Gull Stream,

With Hull No. 1 hanging in the slings, we coull
sipht nlong her iberglass sides and bottwn and check
the truemoss of her lines. From rail to keel there wan
mtiihier dent nor wrigele o theic fhow, 'l'll.r':n.' Wi
amenth and  withos vixible Baw, Tha hj{_'_'h gl-;r::
{mink. of the bool's !u'pei-:r-rb Indicaobed |||.lﬂ_||_:|' ﬂl_|||]|_i_f-
ticated skill in précision melding.

How Chiis-Cradt achieves this provision wos re-
ported to ws liter by publisher Syvd Rogers. He apent
# whole day oheerving construction techniques and
production methods wt Chris-Craft’s Holland, Michi-
gan plant, where the Commanders are bailt,

i (1] ‘|l|:lE|'_u|J|rm. Chris-Craft has e=tablished |i|;]|]
standards ol thetr own that exeend the usual i||.|5u-;u:r_-.-

WINE FLEVEEE

i[‘ﬂ'*l‘iliﬂn'lur'll'll'l-i.” Hogers sabd "l'.w-rf.- hatels of resin
they buy is lahoratory tested before and during wee—
this guarantees production uniformity, Their rpuanlity
control is so close il permits o variance of only 17
in molding—less than 50 Iba., for example, in a hull
widghlng 700 [he,"

When the boat wad lowered dnto e water, we
noted] that thi=s pew Commandir ssens mich hiﬁ;:-__rr
than ber ootusl 317 LOA. She has oo air of luxury
ard space, And unlike some hoate of thi= skee that
Inok merely like the forward half of o moch larger
Bt the 31° Commander looks like n complete book
Chris-Craft has suocessfully sealed down the lines of

Tha et chwng thal runs fhe lenpth of the hull and
ecropd tha fgiiigca dfiecls spray and gives a dry rde

the 38" Communder and reialned their |'|'i;:: hoat
foeding.

From rounded stem to square slern, she s hawd-
some. Her big deckhouss with lorge forward and
side windows; her wide, clean deck space; amd her
romy - cockpll all pramise comfortable Tiving inside
and o,

Below decks, this promise of comfort la fulfilled
with & lli’ﬁl!' miin cabin that 'I['I'i"rl four mnd am
attractive segarale forward stnlerosm with  two
Vibarths. Headroom throaghowi i= over 6°17, With
curtains parted, fight from the sliding side windows
nnd hxed windows forward Boods the Interlor,

The nylon.carpeted main cabin hns a convertible
foungs to starboard and g convertibie dinette o port
The |'=l'llli'r:l' I.-lll'l'l-'llll:'_'l kileal n|r|'|||1|.:_: far yuungsiers,
It makes wp into an upper and lower berth, with the
o beink messaring 57117 » 22F7, while the battom
one i3 the same length but tapers in width from 377
oft to 35" forwand,

To convert the dinette for sleeping, the ble col-
!ll]r-.-u! il senpls and hocks qli-:h-' Inlzrlll.r"r 9] 'I'm'm i
berth 673" long, tapering from a 337 width oft 1o 387
forwarl, The V-herthe in the forward seateroosm s
over 3 long and taper from 32 afi to 26™ forward,

Porticalar commendation 1s due Chris-Crafy for
ekillful plonning of ppace in the forward stateroom,
avadiling the cramped feching so often given by V-

izm WERRy




hiarih |.1:| aits, The 31" Commandes irrangerent |'r||m|‘iI'.. S, Tt foehox, ubensil |Et||'«n-|‘, sinil |L_|'IL'|II'
could more properdy be termed a Uplan, since the pigedl food - stornge and pot lockers are below 1he
forward end of the two bunks provides a bromd setter. counter. The leebox can be converted 1o 12 v 1N
A large molded, adjustable ventilating hatch ovir. clectrecal melrigeration, bat the option carcies o price
Il grives divect access o the forward deck. Lag of B50]

Farward of the staleraom. a chain Incker |8 con- U small, easilveeorrected Toull we Towmd b the
caalel hehind o bolkhead, with access through a galley of Hull Mo, 1 wos s sharp square comer on the
nimll door. connler top nexd to the componionway, This could be

All seats througheut the hoat are squipped with pounded off to diminate the hizard of someons brigs
1” polynvethane foam cushions, composed of 2% of i kel when coming down the stige o a seaway,
virgin foam and 2% of borded foam' 1o zive both The same correction might be applied to the square
resilieney and sapport. All herths are [ited with aorners of the shell on top of the hati-bulkhbead be.
similinr menttreses af ha same thickness: twenn the zalley and the lounee,

F-'.:|rn'r5|' daw design panmits U-gian for foneared shslesoan,
mépading crampied fact oftan Taoad in Vsbarih fapoute

The bomt's telled and  washmmam  [ncilitiee mre

—wgnlrally located o port of the componionway, op:

:_‘plpfg:_ﬂlg milliey. The hesd-lnvatory s eqpubpped with

- ___' -"-ﬂﬂliluuq washbasin connber with waler
ﬁuﬁ'ﬁ%ﬁaﬁinrl with mirmor, and Made| K
Ir.r|.r_|r||.|.|ll Grack Marins Toitet thon can ba electri-
Tedims anfoptional extre, Under the washbosin i= a
i l'rrlr'.ﬁ Inikei 'h-]ﬂ:l :-|.I||Ir|'_j i,

On Hull Mo, 1-the mdicine cabine was hving on
the after bulkheod, direetly over the toflet. This foea-
tion involves soms bomping esaeld, oo woilid e
improved by shifting the cabinet to the forward
bur Ikl

An open phimolie disteibuibon pansl for the boat

LIS -CRAFT i,

This wiew Toresrd of @ 307 Commander Fbecglase full é
I irakyig sfows full-Mngth afiffenars along sides; alsa

rleclirical syaiem is also lorated in the hnl-E-qu.lIr.r:.,

how danat chine eonfributes srlva sbfening, Woodan ens in A h'”_":l!' ot o the after bulkhoad, Each of the
gine bods are fiberplassed to fufklength Aull stringers, fusod cinouits: is marked clearly amd bhas & UL
| mpproved puish-pull switch,

Ahdrmge space in both calios b generous, Drawers Ui ihe back of the besd-luvatory door was hung
beneath the seats of the dinetts, under the lounge, and g plastic envelope with instructions for the new
litlow % bertha ore of armpile size, In pddition, ward- awner, Chris-Craflt has done on cuistamding {eh with
Paddie cirmpariments on both zldes of the port bk this kit, which includes an operating muamial for the
el hetwesn the main and forward ealiing are big engine, the boat's complete wiring diagram, aml o
enoueh b inmg i goml siepgly of shore clothes. ciarilstnation manaal lor eperations of the head, sink,

Immediately to starhoard, ms you step down from steering mechanesm, ete, This lest manual oo cons
thie 31" Commander's bridge dock into the main tains Rules of the Bond, kints an baat stiruetee ol
izmhin, & the Lshaped gullevs it s well situated for operation, and instrutions for safety; it &= the finest
serving s *:hl-|'l"': company éltler helow ar i the pince of its bype we've ever seen,

15"'_'?-[”!- Aoeess 1o the boal’s aiulomatic Meme Subowisibie

Ihe galley contnine u rectangulur sisinless steol Eleciric Bilge Pump is through a hateh in the sole of
aink with cold fresh water sysiem snd manual pump, the main eabin. On Hull No. 1 we noted. the pumgs
st into & Farmica counter fop thit messures 47005 placed o far aft ander this hatch that it would be
along the outhoard leg of the L and 35" along the virtually impossible to reach for eergency dearing,
sthwartships leg, & lid in the counter lifts for sceess Chris-Craft. has since informed wus 8 production
to n Homestrand No. 206 Zburner aleohol stove, change has been made on'all 31" Commanders bo ont-
Compariments for dishes ond glozses rum the length rect this condition by moving the pump shoul 2°

il the coenter outhoard, within sasy reneh. A 100 1k, forward,



Dut in the eockpit, wa checked the engine oomparl.
meant, Access to the big twin engines is swcellent
Three sectionul hutches con be Tfolded back out of (ke
way and litched with halding straps to pormit work.
ing on one engine at o time or both togother.

Fﬂ.'lrrp'llu intake amdd exhoost ventilution dheets,
we notlesd, go deep ioto the bilge, s will be required
next yoar by the now Coast Goard regulitions that
becomse eloctive Junse 1. 1066,

The wwo batteries on Hull No, 1, however, nsl wns
secrred o their bowes on the centerding betwoen the
twer engines, without strags to hald them in place dur-
ing henvy weoather or in rough sess. Straps are so

m“m Twis ChirisCralt ¥ :|||.‘|-|'|.|| Ninked 2R F.-1-|r:;||||!
-"-I-'!|||-III!'I'|‘. valvedn-heuil Fl.l-ml.qur vHEihisE, tate] | HE I“'l at
AR e, with T80 vedustioe gears, amal 155 5 15 Chris-
Laralt T-50 mangansss hionss Bhladeal |||1.l|i||||lrn|
Nite  The teat hoot was equippnd willi the giwer aptimn—
twin Chris:Ceafi V.0 '.!I“-.llil Minld J2Y F p,alHlll'ur DI,
with 18:1 roductisn giats, il wwung 15" o 1T ClrieGrafi
T-%6 mangunes beonsp 3-&lailal propalbers.
Perfurmnnes with PersrED ik Iz val simml T3 :u],u. ml :.1r||,|| T,

L mph b pulif
2200 110w 11.% 115
S 13, 130 L0
e 178 1500 L5
EEHA LB T.2 1.5
I L 9.4 1.2
HEL |11 ] 7.20 e B L

i 29, 1) . L

S 55,01 = 1Lk L]
ki 3L HT 5 —
A 04,80 il |

"Combined  onmsusngiiion, sl eegines,

e s e >
Clorin.Cealt snpineo g o i + .
Bweend D oon clocksd tim T %p:hr?d-% uldg#'r_lg i
Sl |nl:-‘rrh. lmii e R Ayl

ol v — R i, Corwaliingg wpaspnd <=7 il Fualll iberwctilln — 100 b,
Sl |:F|.'||| 1w main o
Il Eirng— 155 b, i isstigg s o] —5 dbw, Kl theoiibe— 100 il

eanily mibded and s inexpengive, we feel thay should
be standord equipment on all boats eguipped with
power. Another desirablo addidon would be a re-
movable peghonrd cover over the batteries, This
wernldl give needed ventilation, yet prevent accidental
epurking from pools falling aoress the terminnls.

Twin 1B5-hp V-8 Modal 285.F Chris-Craft marine
E'n{-':'lﬂr-'ﬂ are standasd Hluill.rm'ul; on the 41" Command-
er, althotgh oir test boat had o pair of the optional
Lhris-Craft enginee—the 210-hp V.8 Madel 3377
Bath these models are equipped with o 40-ampery
alternator instead of the usual [0 geneeator,

Two &h-gallon, golvariized, sell-equalimmg  gas
tatiks lie ncross the after end of the engine compart-
menit, As our running tesis over the Rodi measured
mile wn the [IILI'.u.f:vl:-ml!Inl '“";h_-rwa}' uulu&qunnﬂ}- =
dicated, this should pive the bosl a range of ahom
115 sniles when cruising ot slightly over 22 mph,
of about 85 miles with throttles wide opon amad &
speed somewhat over 38 mph,

U the cockpit deck aft of the englne hatches a
eeparate hatch leads to o lozorette with abvundant
atowage spiace for dock lines, fenders, swimming
ludders and other deck gear,

The cockpil ftsolfl §s king=stae=84" wide = 97"

long—a total of BD sqaare Toot, coough fo scoom-
modate the helinnmen and an olserver, ond (o sent
sovernl paople eomfortably in deck chairs sithout
crowding. It is enclosed by & handsome mahogany
rail and vinylconled nylon weather cloth—an ap.
paling area fur outdoor living. A nonekid surface
malded into the liberglass of the cockpit zole gives
e Liie [lﬂ.lllnp Tu,!_zunllen of the weutlpg,

The forward deck, theugh not so shatternd, alao
hais @ pleasant spaciomsness, The maln cabin deck-
house top, with stainless steal howdratly on hath
sirles, is well adapted 1o win bathing, empecially of
anchor. The mafety gliss windows o {he wimdeiiald

\ are s precamfionel which we approve. Safety cauld
Fu‘rrlluw gl further, by giving this cshin
top and IHalef the optional hardiop the sams non-
phid findsh s the pekpit and dock surfaces, sacrifios
ing the showroom eye appenl of the gloss finish for
beller [uoting al =2,

O impenious plece of oquipment—a ChrisCraft
design—is the 20-polni white navigation Hehd tha
projecta on a rod amidehips above the lorwand side
of the hardiop, It is fitted with o hinged shialid that
s hoelk fo convert the novigsilon Hald inte &
AZ-point anchor light,

The 51" Communder’s sieering and conteol station,
located amidships, te port of the main calra eompan-
ionway. b compaet and well planned, Though the
view aheud (rom this pasition i ol right becnise of
the bridge deck’s height above the water, wee alwiyvs
prefer a starbonnd location for steeting—os on the
Chrie-Craft Cavaliors—ainee it gives the hefmaman s
hetter view of the boat's Dunger Zone.

We experienced a Walter Minty thrifl In handling
e dual abrplane-rype Morse theotile oontrols, lo-
cuted directly befare the two large tarhometes dinds,
These controbs ire custom mnde for Chris-Craie. Wit
st bl om the bwin bevers and one an the whee! yon
con genthe the boat erotgh o continuous climb from.
idling tu full throtile, snd keep the two engines syp-
chronized all the wpy up. This wo -u'ludm;l In anr,
iy s isver (e mensneed mile

On the way fo the mensured mile, we learned 1on

Fimitiiakirnn BT Sesi Pl Sl



late that eur Ongaro Flowmeter, for measuring gaso-
line comsamption, canpol work on a ChrisCralt en.
grine without & oustom hookap, CheisCroft gis tanks
are fitted with o special cot-off valve i prevem flood.
ing the bilges with gasoline should thers be a break
unywhete in the fuel fine; the action of thi=s valyve
maken the Flowmeter's readings erralic

Accordingly, to determine appiuximate milesper-
pallon for the prapulsion Qi on page 61, we made
our measured mile test runs of various rpm's {or
speed, then combined these fimes with consamption
ligures (gph) from Chris-Craft engineering tests of
their 210hp Model 327-F under simulated propelier
lensks, Tt ehould be noted that Chris-Crall peners re-
port these test stand pph figures are conservative;
im actunl use on s boal, the engines biarn less gazoline,

Each test run oVYer the memsured mile af o rhven
rpim whs in two directions, upstream and dawn, To
pet the speed for the run, time was taken oach way
and averaged, thus equalizing the effect of wind and
vRrrent.

After the series of rome on the sheltered reaches
of the Inlund Waterway, we headed Hull No. 1 down
the Fart Lauderdale channel for the open sen and the
final part of our test, a 17-mies offshore run b Hills-
bari Inler,

By now we lind been at the boot's wheel long
mnﬂg;li Ly wh]:l I.I'lui the fixed helmsmens senl coold

gl _.- "'I {r is camlorg.

i Ll.ll-thl-

Hzmn woqualls hn&]u-:lu i o 1}%[&&#31
the haat surged ahead with great power. The &
however, developed a certain amount of zide ve-
mation in e lumpy going, indicating the need for
wdditionul stiffening or support, A= we po to press
wa lenrn that Chris-Craft has now stiffeied this hard-
top attachment through Improved support from the
windshield,

As roin shut In, we were forced 1o close and [atel
buth windshiebds, Bt the latches wouldn't stay shir
they kept jlggling open from the boat's 1|'iJ:|J-|ll.1|1n.1
When this detail was chocked ofter the tesd it was
found that Hull No. I's latches had not been made to
specifications. Windshield Tatches on [nter hulls, we
have been wesurad, work as they shoald,

The 1T-mile nun to Hillshore was exhilarating.
The hoat ook the seas well, stsersd heautifully, and
was remarkshly dry, Though a baby would not have
sbopt sweell in s forward cabin st wideopen speed,
he'd b womafortslils o eraletng ppeed.

All too soon we were racing whiteoaps through
Hillsboro Inket with a wild rain squall bending the
palm trees an shore, We dowed to o crawl to negoti-
ate the norrow bridge into the Intracoastal Waterway
and headed back for Pampans Baach,

It had heen o crowded day. getting to know the 41°
Commander, But we found it 8 most plagsant axperi-
mee. We rute her a comfortable, smart handling,
yachtdike croiner, with instant and sarging power, [,
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